Louisiana State University Law Center

DigitalCommons @ LSU Law Center

Paul M. Hebert Speeches Archives and Law Center History

Chief Justice Charles Austin O'Neill 25 Years of
Service Dinner Speech

Paul M. Hebert

Date: 1939-04-12

Repository Citation

Chief Justice Charles Austin O'Neill 25 Years of Service Dinner Speech, April 12, 1939. Paul M. Hebert Speech Files, Archival
Collection LLA0002, Paul M. Hebert Law Center Collection, Paul M. Hebert Law Center Library, Baton Rouge, La.

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Archives and Law Center History at DigitalCommons @ LSU Law Center. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Paul M. Hebert Speeches by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ LSU Law Center. For more information,

please contact sarah.buras@law.Isu.edu.


http://digitalcommons.law.lsu.edu
http://digitalcommons.law.lsu.edu/hebert_speeches
http://digitalcommons.law.lsu.edu/archives_lawcenter_history
mailto:sarah.buras@law.lsu.edu

¥r. Chief Justice O'Niell

A Qarter-Centennial of Judiciasl servioce

On spril 6th, 1935, louisiana's distinguished Chief
Justice, the Bonorable Charles rustin 0*Niell, completed twenty-
five years of contipuous servioce as'a merber of the Suprwm Ju-
dioiary of the state. 7o cammsmmrate the happy occesicn, a
testimonial dinner was tendered to the Chief Justice in New Or-
lesns an April 12th, 1939, as an expressicn of the esteem in whigh
Judge O'Niell {s held by the Bemch and Bar of Louisiana, Tloguent
tributes were paid to Chief Justice O'Niell by a psnel of speakers
chogen fram the leaders of the Bar. The speskers insluded Governor
Richard ¥. Iechs, Judge Sam A. LeBlanc, Mr. Charles l. Demechaud, .
Joha Y, Tucker, Jr., and ifr. Eldon S. lazarus. The tosstmsster was
Juige liufus ¥, Foater und the invooation was prunocunced by !is
Ixsellency, the Most (everend Joseph Fruncis .umme}, L3.T.l., Aroh-
bishop of New Orlesns. ‘'‘he Louisiane Law rgviewm wishes to a«dd its
oangretulations to those alreedy expressed by tlLe msmbers of the
legsl profession and appropriately to record in these pages the
following salient feots in the Chief Justice's career::

Charles ;ustin 0?Nieil was bora in the town of Franklin,
parish of st. Mary, louisieasa, on september 7th, 186%. «fter Lis

early edugcation io the plage of his birth, he attended Tulane High

s |
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Sahcol in New Orleans from 1883 ¢to 1888 and the College of the
Christian Brothers in Mamphis, Tennessee for two years, from which
latter institutiom he wes graduated in 1890. His legel education
was received through study in the law office-of the late Murphy J.
Foster, who subsequently became Govermor of louisiuns, and at Tulane
University., Uvom his gradustica ft.c- Tulane in 1893, Judge 0'Niell
waa admitted to the ber and precticed his profession in 3t. Mary
Parish until 1908 when he was elected vistrict Judge. Following
four yeers of service as Distrist Juige, he was elected to the
Supre:#® Court in November of 1912, assuming the dutiea of that
position on April 6th, 1914. The Court at the time was composed
of only five judges. The other members were: Chief Justice
Frank A. Monrve and Associete Justices Oliver O. Provasty, /lfred D.
Land eapd %alter B. Sammerville. Upon Chief Juatice Sicmroe's retire-
ment on Jenuary 2, 1922, Judge Oliver 0. Provosty becanms Chief
Justice, Turough intervening chunges in the persocunel of the
Court, Judge 0'Niell had becom® sanior ~eeocizte Juatice s0 thet
on December 3C, 1922 when Chief Justice Pruvosty retired, Charles A,
0'Niell became Chisf Justisce of the 3uprems Court.

Judge 0'Niell enjoys the distinction of haviag served the
3tete in the capsoity of Chief Justice longar thar any other meaber
of louisiana's Supreme Judiciery. With the exneptiocn of Judge

Frangois Xavier Martin, whose period of service exteuded from
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Ferruary 1, 1818 to Mareh 18, 1646, no jurist has served longer on
the Suprewme Bench.

In the fifty~five volumas of louisiana Reports ocovering the
pariod of the Chief Juetice's servioe oo the Suprexe Cowxt (Volume
135, louieinns departs, through Volume 190, louisiena :eporta. inolu-
sive), Judge O'Miell bes banded down 1804 prevailing opinicuns, eand
260 dissenting opinions. #dditicnally, he hea disseanted without
opinion in 367 ceses and has expressed partial dissent or concurremce
in the resuvlt an other grounds in 758 csaes. These statistics furniakt
abundant evidence of the industry of the Chief Justios while a read-
ing of any of his opinion: will sexrve to glve ample evidense of i:is
ocutetanding judicial ability, Buring his spun of sarvice, vest
cbanges have been wrought in the febrio of the law and Judge ®°'Niell,
with the skill of the jurist'e art, haz made his geat coatribution
toward keeping that fabric elive by wesving into it the new patterns
necessitated by developments in the commercial, privote or public law
of ths state. Us heas alasoc, through the process of interpretetion,
adapted old threads of the civil law to aew uses exmotsd by aodarn
conditions., Judge 0'Niell's keen interest in the civil lew has
found its prmoticel mpplication in ocuses Tequiring searching analyais
of the civilian lege) philosophy. lagml scholars would agree that
his opinianc have been marked by u lucidity of styls with clearly

stated couclusions cnd sn array of logic end judiciul precedent



sk11fully used in a fashion calculated to be most sonvincing. If
the occcasion warrents it his Irish wit and sense of humor may leave
a delightful impression upon an opinion to the great amsement of
the reader,

is & judge, the Chief Justice has repeatedly displayed his
diligence in the quest for legal justice, often devoting an entire
summer or giving up his usual vecation or rest period for additionel
resesrch and work in the solution of a particularly intricate probvlem
presented in pending litigation before the court. DNumerocus landuark
decisions of Louisiene law are evideaoe of thia asserticn.

In addftion to his ability as s judge, Judge 0'Niell's
genial persanality and friendly courtecus attitude towsrd the lawyers
practioing bdafore the Court ere muman gqualities that have andsared
him to the memdbars of the profession that he has striven so bard to
seorve. In sum, it may be said that his carwer has evoked that degrse
of reveresce and respest for the judicisry which he so obviously
typifies.

A3 Chief Justice 0'Niell approaghas three score years and
ten, the Iouisiane Law iteview joins with the legel profession of

louisiana in saying: "well done thou good, faithful and able jurist.”

With confidanee may we join with the members of the Bar in wishiug

the Chief Justice mBny more years of useful service on the bench.



From his pen may we continue to receive a flow of what leen Johm H.

Wigmore has referred to as "mmsterly opinions™ making velueble oantri-

tuticas to Louisjeans and Amsrican law.

Paul M. Hebert
Dean
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